THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

rishi Savya, son of Angiras, we find : "If Usanas
should sharpen thy vigour by his own, then would
thy might terrify, by its intensity, both heaven
and earth." 1

It is stated, too, that the children of Angiras
intermarried with the race of Bhrigu.2

Usanas or Sakra, who({lighted fires, said mantras,
and recited the Atharva Veda," for the success of
the Asuras against Indra,3 and restored to life the
Danavas who had been killed in battle by the
Devas,4 was the son of the great rishi Bhrigu.
We find, too, that the Brahmans who were sons
of Bhargava (Bhrigu), illustrious priests and re-
citers of the Sama Veda," were the spiritual guides
of the Daitya chief Hiranyakasipu.5 We further
learn that the descendants of Bhrigu, tf Brahmans,
declarers of the Veda," offered a hundred Aswa-
medhas for Bali,9 when this Asura chief of Patala
had overcome Indra, and had taken possession of
his kingdom.

It seems evident, therefore, that Bhrigu, al-
though regarded as a Brahman rishi, was of Asura
origin. According to the Taittiriya Upanishad,

1  Rig Veda, Wilson, I. li. 10.

2 Harivansa, Langlois, I. xxxii. 147.

3 Ib., li. 452.

* Mahabharata, Adi, Sanibhava, p, Ixxvi.

5 Vishnu Purana,, I. xvii. 129.

6 Bhagavat Purana., xvii. 39, Muir, iv. 138.
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